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Tourists kayak through the iconic limestone karsts of Phang Nga
Bay, which officials hope will be included as part of a new Unesco
World Heritage Site. Photo: Courtesy of Willy Thaun / Phuket101.net 8
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ZONE TO BECOME UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE

Tanyaluk Sakoot
reporter2@classactmedia.co.th

revived effort 1s underway
to have Phang Nga Bay
and parts of the Andaman

Sea and its coastlines surrounding
Phuket, and possibly as far south
as the Malaysian border, listed as a
Unesco World Heritage Site.

Dr Chamniern Vorratnchaianan,
a senior advisor for the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Southeast Asia regional
office in Bangkok, told the The

Phuker News on Wednesday (Dec
6) that he was in the early stages of
gathering information and support
for a renewed proposal.

“Thailand is starting to gather
updated information, with the hope
that Unesco will consider listing the
Andaman coast region as a World
Heritage Site.

*We have only just started up-
dating our information on Phang
Nga Bay and the surrounding areas,
including Phuket’s western offshore
region and nearby tourism areas,” Dr
Chamniern said.

The current effort follows attempts
in late 2014 and ecarly 2015 that failed
to gain support. A similar proposal
was tabled as far back as 2004, where
it sat on Thailand’s World Heritage
Site Tentative List until December
2014, Then, despite the then National
Reform Council (NRC) voting over-
whelmingly in 2014 to push for the
Unesco listing, the proposal disap-
peared from the nation’s political
radar and sank without a trace.

“The proposal process takes a
long time, sometimes years, but we
are starting to prepare the required

information again, as unfortunately,
the information gathered in 2014 is
now too old to be considered for the
region’s placement on Thailand’s
Tentative List,” Dr Chamniern ex-
plained to The Phuket News in an
exclusive interview.

“We submitted our proposal for
consideration in 2014, but sadly we
did not satisfy the Outstanding Uni
versal Value (OUV) criteria required
by Unesco,” he added.

To be considered for listing as a
World Heritage Site, an area must be
of “outstanding universal value” and...
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Historic Contest arrives

Iconic Contest Yachts stage AS|a launch in Phuket

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

ontest Yachts, an iconic
leader in custom-built
sailing vachts, this

week launched its brand in
Asia in Phuket. The launch
came yesterday (Dec 7), one
day before the Kata Rocks Su-
peryacht Rendezvous (KRSR).

The launch is part of the
brand’s international expansion
in Asia and timed to coincide
with the KRSR and the Phuket
King’s Cup Regatta.

Owned and operated by
Holland’s Conijn family for
over three generations, Contest
Yachts shines in the sailing
world with its distinguished
history of combining tradi-
tional craftsmanship with
ultra-modern technologies and
mnovative solutions.

“We are delighted to launch
our brand in Asia in close
cooperation with our partner
Northrop & Johnson Asia.
The Kata Rocks Superyacht
Rendezvous, cgmbined with
Phuket’s future yachting
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The Contest 72

CS is just one of

the supreme yachts being brought
to Asia following Contest Yachts'
Asia launch in Phuket this week. 7.

growth potential, provides
an excellent opportunity to
showcase Contest Yachts to the
right audience,” said Contest
Yachts CEO Arjen Conijn.
*We look forward to bring-
ing our specialised brand of
high-end European sailboats
to the region, as the timing and
cvent platform of the KRSR is
a perfect fit,” he added.
Contest Yachts has always
built and fitted yachts to the
highest of standards in close
cooperation with the exterior

design team of Judel / Vrolijk
& co and interior designers of
Wetzels Brown Partners. Every
Contest yacht offers inspiring
modern designs and detailing
with an exacting attention to
detail to appeal to Asia’s sail-
ing clite. Supreme examples
of the workmanship involved
are found in the bluewater
“game-changer” Contest 67CS,
the press-acclaimed Contest
72CS and the new flagship, the
Contest 85CS, which sits at the
head of a range of eight vachts

Boathouse completes refit, re-opens

THE BOATHOUSE
Phuket at Kata Beach has
re-opened its doors after a
five-month refurbishment.
The makeover, completed
to designs by Singapore-based
interior design firm LAANK
in time for the hotel to wel-
come back guests from Nov
1, saw all 39 guestrooms and
suites refurbished and updated
with a “modern, elegant pu-
ristic atmosphere”, noted a
release issued last week.
“The new look has been

The Boathouse Phuket at
Kata Beach has re-opened
its doors after a five-month
refurbishment.

integrated with the beachfront
location and maritime theme,
which 15 consistent with the
brand,” the release added.
The latest addition to The

Boutique Collection brand,
The Boathouse Phuket is man-
aged by hospitality manage-
ment company HPL Hotels &
Resorts based in Singapore.
HPL Hotels & Resorts
currently manages the activi-
ties of 11 hotels and resorts in
Asia-Pacific and the Indian
Ocean, including Concorde
hotels in Singapore and Kuala
Lumpur; Hard Rock hotels
in Bali, Pattaya and Penang;
Casa del Mar, Langkawi; The
Lakehouse, Cameron High-
lands; Casa del Rio, Melaka;
and The Boathouse, Phuket.
The Phuket News
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from 13m/42ft to 26m/85ft,
including the 16m Contest
52MC motor cruiser.

Richard Pape, CEO of In-
finite Luxury and Kata Rocks,
notes that the launch comes
as the yachting scene in Asia
is growing year on year. “We
are thrilled that such a well-
established brand like Contest
Yachts chose the ultra-modern
Kata Rocks to pave their way
in Asia,” he said.

Mr Conijn told The Phuket
News, “We are delighted to

make our debut in the Asia
Pacific yachting marketplace.
With many owners of Contest
yachts enjoying their bluewater
world sailing, for many years
our hand-built luxury yachts
have visited the exciting seas
and countless, wonderful des-
tinations of the region.

“In these years we have
seen the Asia-Pacific market
open its arms to European,
luxury-brand yachting. As
Contest Yachts represents the
very best standards of Dutch
yacht design and construc-
tion, and it is definitely time
we were here... and we are
now truly pleased to be here
in Asia, and look forward to
meeting and working with the
region’s exciting and growing
and exciting yachting com-
munity,” he said.

In making the expansion
into Asia a reality, Mr Conijn
noted, “To explore and grow
opportunity in a new region
it is important to arrive not
just with excellent yachts
but with the right marketing
partner. A partner who knows
the market intimately. And to
achieve that across the huge

Asia Pacific market requires
a very special partner, one
with effective local presence
across the entire region. So we
are delighted to be working
with Northrop & Johnson,
headquartered in Hong Kong
and with local national offices
in Thailand, China, Vietnam,
Singapore, Indonesia and the
Philippines. We couldn’t be
better placed.”

The launch in Phuket
specifically to coincide with
KRSR was a clear statement,

“We have watched the
growth in luxury yachting here
in the region for a long while
and have always been very
impressed with the increasing
significance of the KRSR,”
Mr Conijn noted.

“It has quickly proven itself
as an important event on the
yachting calendar, attracting
high-quality contributors and
visitors — a terrific audience,
highly representative of the
high end of yachting potential
in the region. We are pleased
to be a part of this year’s
KRSR, and we look forward to
introducing visitors to Contest
Yachts,” he said.
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