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Time for some maritime? By CATHY ADAMS
RER—THELBS ? 8X : Cathy Adams

HUMANS HAVE BEEN sailing from A to B since the beginning
of civilisation. Native American tribes in the Pacific Northwest
had dugout canoes as early as 45,000 years ago. China had

ships charting the coasts of Asia and beyond from around 200
BC. Fast-forward to the ninth century AD and the Vikings were
steering longships through Nordic waters. Shipping has since
swollen to a global industry worth more than US$183 billion
(HKS1.4 trillion) a year.

And this multi-billion-dollar industry has spawned a wide
range of wharves, ports and buildings in important (and formerly
important) port cities around the world. It's also birthed a whole
new architectural style — nautical - that goes beyond hanging a
picture of Turner’s Dutch Boats in a Gale in the lobby.
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KATA ROCKS, PHUKET (ABOVE)

High up in the hills above Kata Beach in Western Phuket is Kata
Rocks, the island’s most playful hotel (in-res DJ, sparkling kidney
pool, cocktails that glow radioactive under the resort’s lights).
Each apartment-style room is shaded by a whiter-than-white
canvas canopy, shaped like the hull of a yacht - and made

with the same coated fibreglass fabric as the roof of Bangkok’s
Suvarnabhumi Airport. This December, Kata Rocks will host its
second annual Superyacht Rendezvous - meaning these bobbing
party palaces pull up outside the hotel and everybody piles out to
the penthouse suite for exclusive parties and dinners.
katarocks.com
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